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Front during the War, and since, that had they had
the ' Avro 504' instead of the Government-designed
^J}.E.'s' in the early stages of the War, it would
have made a big difference. To what extent it was
difficult to foresee, in any case they considered many
British lives would have been saved.

During the War the French Air Force sent a special
Mission to Gosport to study their system. Following
this, an ' Avro ' was sent to every flying school in
France to demonstrate the system by British flying
officers. The French were so impressed that they
gave big orders for the machine and licences were
issued to allow its being manufactured in France.
When the United States came into the War their Air
Force also had demonstrations of the Gosport system,
and their officers likewise were so impressed with
the result that the American Air Force placed orders
for several hundreds of our machines.

By the end of the War the ' Avro 504 ' had become
the standard training machine throughout the British
Empire and also in many foreign countries. With
the coming of peace and for years afterwards the same
machine was used for joy-riding concerns in every
part of the world, and it proved to be the foundation
of many commercial operating companies. During
the General Strike of 1924 many * 504*3' were used by
the Government in maintaining essential mail services.

Even to-day, in spite of advanced designs, it is
considered to be the best machine for towing advertising
banners over towns and cities. Not that this is a use
of which I necessarily approve.

Some little time back there appeared in The Aeroplane
an article by the Right Honourable the Earl of
Cardigan in which he described his use of the * Avro
504' as a private owner's craft. His account of
personal experience with one of these machines
seemed to me so interesting that I got in touch with